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Balaam come downe and let thy Mater ride, 
Tivas not for thee the Aﬀſes colt was tryed; , 
Vrge not the Harmideſſe Beaft to be uncvill., 
For 1f thou rids% thoult ride him to theDevill 
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PREFACE. 


An that i in honour, and underſtand: 
eth not, is like unto the Beaſts that 
periſh ; when our firſt Parents 
loft Gus Image they were degraz 
ded from Humanity as well as: Divinity , and 
became as brutiſh as the Creatures below them , 
ſo that there is no Bea, or Monſter 1n the Wil- 
derneſſe of the Great World, but what may be 
found in the Microceſmus or Little-world of 
Man, 

Hence it is that falſe Prophets are ſaid to be 
inwardly Walves , Drunkards inwardly Sw:ne , 
Whoremongers inwardly Goats , Difemiblers 
Foxes, Flatterers Dogs, Valiant Men Lyons, |” » 
nocent Men Lambs , as though we had 
Cliathed our Souls with their Natares, as well 


- aSour Bodies with their Skins, 


T3 Amongſt 
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Amongſt che reſt it hath been my Paxt to 
a the 4ſſe, andno wonder, for the whole | 
Kingdome hath done the ſame before me, and 
( likethe Tribe of Tſſachar ) been a long time | 
Conchant berwixt two burdens, that is ( 1n plain 
En,l:ſh ) the Prophaneſſe of ſome weho call | 
themſelves the Xings true SubjeFs , and the 
H)pacrifie of others, who term themſelves | 
Gods precious Saints, as though Loyalty conlilt, 
edin Ranting , Swearing, and Drunkeneſſe , or | 
Religion in Treaſon, Murder and Sacrilege. 

I am not ignorant how ſome have rebel- 
led againſt che King in nomine Domini, witneſs 
the Devils Martyrs at Charing-Croſſe, who pres | 
tended their unparalli'd Treaſon was Atted in 
the ſear of the Lord ; others have ſinned againſt 
God innomine Regis , witneſle thoſe Heftors of 
the times whom if you ſhould check for 
Swearing would cail you Phanatick ; others 
| havedi/honoured che Church in nomine Epiſcopatus, 
| and( as the wickedneſle of Phi.ehas , and 
| Fopbni, made the people abhorre the Sacrifice ) 
| Tohath their Jqnorance, Scandal, Inſufficiency , 
made the Sacred name of Biſhop, the decent (e- 
remonies of the Church, and the Divine Litwr2y, 
become odious, 77. Dn 
| EY 
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And ſhall a man ſee all this and be afraid to 
ſpeak ? no Friends ; theſe are not times to 
danb, and flatter ; the ſinful burden of a corrupt 
Balaam will make a dumb Ae rurn Oratour ; 
The Soul cf a Man or Womacr: ( I hope [ way 
ſpeak it wichout offe-ce ) is wonth more than 
his Majeſties three Kingdoms , ary {hall che 
charge of a Whole Conregaticn 'of theſe be 
committed toa Dunce, a Drunkard , 2 Beaſt , 
that hath neither Gree, ciOT Learning? God for- 
bid; ſhall he that writes nothing bur Truth 
and Reaſon, have bis Mouth Stop'd wirh being 


told he is a Seditions Perſon ? Shall it be more 


ſafe for ſome men to Commit Sin, then for 0- 
thers to reprove them ? 1 hope nor. 

In the Verſes called the Aſſes Complaint 
( however they may be miſtaken ) 1 knovy 
nothing thzt can juftly offend a ſober Man, 
The Kim Himſelf hath Declared thar itis, and 
ſhall he his Majeftes 1il hat no Inſuf- 
fictent, Negligent , noz Scanda- 
lous Miniſters be permitted in the 


Church , Cc. and may nota Sabjeft Law 
fully Beg that which the King is Graciouſly 


pleaſed to Grant ; = that ſayes the Aſle hath. 


* 3 ſpoken 


| 
- 
| 
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ſpoken Treaſon, Let him tell him that Prays 
Thy Will be done, that he ſpeaks Blaſphemy. 
But ( poſſibly ) it is ſuppoled by ſome 


that Tynorance, and Scandal, are quite out of | 


faſhion and that there is no (uch thing in any 
ot the Clerge,, Truly I could wiſh it were (6 
indeed; Burr hen our Saviour amongRt cwelye 
Diſciples ha qize Devill, it would be a won- 
der that the "Biſhops amongſt ſo many thouſand 
Curats :hould have none; Yet to name, or 
meation any particular Perſon ( untill I have 
further occaſion ( 1 chink ) will be as abſurd , 
as for a Mmiſter , that reproves any groſſe Sin , 
to tell his Pariſhioners, openly in the Pulpit , 
the name of any Perſon whom be knows to 
be Guilty. 

Le: this ſuffice, al:hough others are un/a- 
tisfied with the harſhneſſ» of my Expreſsions , 
yer I my (elf am well /atisfied with chehoneſty 
of my Intentions, which ( 1 queſtion not) will 
bear me out againſt all malicious Gain-ſayers. 

Now whereas it is objected that my un- 
Incky Pamphlet, hath proved a Do&trine of Se- 
dition unto diſaffe ted perlons. What then ( 


beleech you ? ) have they not alio made the - 


lame 
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ſame uſe of the Sacred Word of God ? It a Fe- 
vengeful weretch ſhould ſtab his Neighbour , 
wk that hand chat made the Sword be | 
found acceſlory tothe Murder? 1 think nor. 

It was not my purpoſe , when I publiſhed 
thoſe Verſes, to encourage Sedition,butro rebuke 
| Prophaneſſe ; and therefore, to give the Rea- 
der further [atisfa&tion, | have written theſe fo]- 

' lowing Precepts , which are the 7ules By 
| Which thoſe People walk, for whole ſakes the 
| (ty was written; You may find in them /ea- 
 ſonable advice, which , though it ſeem to lye 
confuſedly in my Meditations, will be broughe 
| into better order in your Pra Aice. 
| Hethat would know more of my mind, 
| lethimread my Apology which follows he 
' Verſes of H.W. (tor the reſt of His name | 
knovy not ) | could wiſh that he had imployed | 
his Wit to a better purpoſe; I can only Judze 
this, that the Gentleman 1s a civil Perfon, and his 
Reply i is an Ingenious piece of M1ſconſtruetion ; w 
| for the Reſt who have written againſt me I 
regard them rot at al), 1 ſhall not throw ſtones 
at every Dog which | hear bark; Only I beg 
of the Ingenious Header , to weio my words in 
tte 
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the ballance of Reaſon , and not ( like the rude 
Barbarians ) to account me a Notorious Sinner 
becau'e he ſes | am ſtung with Viperous | 
Tongues. | | 

Ic is not unknown to ſeveral perſons of cre» 
dit in the Country where 11ved , how much I | 
have been pr ſecuted by the Presbyterian party ; | 
and yet 1 am now threatned by lome ( who 
have more malice to conceive Milchiet , than 


power to bring it forth ) for being a ſuppoſed Ene- 


| myto ( that which Ialwayes Adored ) Fpiſ- 
| copacy ; And not only [,bu: the Stationer who 


Printed my Yerſes, Mr. Marſh, although he 
hath ( co manik: | his Loya'ty ) Printed more 
Sheets again?t that Monſter in Politicks , cal- 
Jed the Eump, than all of his Profeſsion in 
London, to the Hazard of his Life , and lofle of 
his Liberty ; Which things being rightly cen» 
ſidered, we both may Delerve a Milder 
Cenſure. 


THE 


Tay!haſty Rgader—Leaſt the ſtrangeneſs 


ſcem to promiſe nothing but ſome axtick 
piece of Droflery , or meſſe of Ridiculous 
Nosſenſe,ſhould cauſe thy careleſs hand roo 
ſoon to caſt away this well meaning Paper; Remems 
ber (I beſcech thee ) that however contemprible 
the £Aſſe is inthis age , yet in the dayes of the Pro- 
phet 1/aiah he was a great Rabbt in iſrael : infomuch 
that Heaven and Earth were called to witneſs how 
far he excelled the yery people of God in Knowledge, 
nay we may confidently beli-y= chat, even inour 
times , the Churches of Chriſt and Houſes of Prayer 
would be more frequented , if thoſe dark Souls 
whom errour ,- or Atheiſms detains trom the pub! ck 

A Ordinances, 


of our Title, which ( atthe firſt view ) may - 


= —_ wg 


BED 


- 


| offended at our 7itle; we preſent thee with nothing 


Ordinances, had but ſuch a Schoolmatter to teach them 
to know their Maſters crib. Neither is the Aſſelefle 
exemplary for his Obedience than Knowledge; Obſerve 
bow faithfully he gave Balaam an account of his 
Service, and for his falſly ſuppoſed Crime pleaded 
Primum Tempus, Alas Reader, ſhould Divine Juſtice | 
bring thee and I to a Reckoning but for rhe fins of | 
one hour , yet which of us could uſe the Aﬀes Apols- 
2 Certainly this is a Creature both ſerviceable and 
armleſſe , or elſe our Saviour had fot choſen him for | 
his own uſe, The Afe carried Chriſt to Feraſalem, 
a moſt honourable office of which even the greateſt 
Prelate might be juſtly ambitious ; Be not therefore 


The Dofirine of the Aﬀe. | 
| 


that ſavours eitheir of Prophaxeſſe or F attion, it thou 
art Evil it may do the good , If good it will do thee 
no hurt, thy cyes may ſafgly read it without any 
breach of their Covenant. 


2. It is no wonder that we live in a ffraggering 
e, for the fa{ of Adambroke the bones of his Ch1/- 
en, and cripled his Poſfterity ; the Sons of men are 
both blind in their Fudgements, and lame in their Pra- 
#ifes, and (notwithſtanding the  ffi1/ voyce which is 
behind us) we are continually turning unto the r/ght 
band or tothe left , and cither falling into a Religioay 
rebellion or a Loyal prophaneſſe. The pious Apoſtle 
forcſaw our faitzegs, and therefore lefr us two cx- 
cellent Precepts, Fear God,and Honour the King, thar 
all our lame Profeſſors, who halt betwixt God and 
Baal, might make uſe of themas a pair of Cratches, 
_ 3- Doc 
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3. Doe not think that thou canſt be a Frizzdto 
the King whilſt thou art an Exmemy to God : Drunken? 
neſſe , Swearing and Whoreaome are no Badees of a 
Chriſtian, nor of a true Cavalier, Hs Majeſty will not 
protett Sin, neither canſt thou honour bim by diſhonour- 
ing his Maſter; If thy crying iniquity ſhould invite 
Gods Judgements to the Court, it would coſt thy So- 
veraizn Dear to give them entertainment, 


4. The fear of the Lord i the btgiuning of Wiſedoms, 
There is no Wiſedome without Fear ; the voyce of God 
made our firſt Parents afraid;a ſerious ſenſe of Gods all» 
ſeeing eye begets in us a Holy timerouſneſs and conſct- 
enſcious care to doe all things as in his preſence z Serve 
the Lord with fear , and rejoyce in him with trembling; 
Leſt thou ſhouldſt preſame, let thy ſervice be joyncd - 
with fear, and leaſt thou ſhouldeſt deſpair ler thy 
trembling be mixt with joy. 


5. Conſider where thou art , andin whatplace thy 
Lines are fallen, thou fitteſt not inthe Region of the 
Shadow of Death , but inthe clear ſun-ſhine of the Goſ- 
ph; and therefore ſhouldeſt thou be condemned , it 
; would not be for want of Light , but for love of Dark- 
neſſe; Thou haſt a Double birth-righe,firſt above other 
Creatures , 25 thou arta May ; Secondly aboye other 
Men, 2s thou arta Chriſtian , Thou art alſo extruſted 
with five talents, whereas the Zew hath but rwo, and the 
Heathen but one: be not therefore a prophane Eſan to ſell 
tby Birthright , nor an I Servant to imbezel 

2 n thy 
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The Dofrine of the Aſſe. 
thy talents, nor a curſed Ahab to forfeit the reverſion 
of Paradice for the Foſſeſsion of thy Neig bours Fine- 
ard, nor one of thoſe poor penny-w:[e Poirticians, who 
Driviogeo gain the World looſe their own Souls , which 
is a if aMao ſhould cut off bs hands ro parchile a pair 
of Gloves,or pull out his Eyes to buy 4 pair of Spectacles, 


6, Beware therefore of the World; Gol is (aid ro 
rain upon the wicked ſnares, fire and brimſtone , - It is the 
wickedncſle of men which makes Pleaſures , Riches, 
Honours, Friends , and all other Tempor:! Bleſsings, 
prove unto them mere Traps and Gins, - Andit is to be 
feared, that hee who will not endexvour to ſhun the 
ſhower of Snares in ths World , will hardly avoid that 
of Brimſtone in an other. In brief, The World is a 
Diſſembling Fae! z 1f thy Neceſsy compell thee to- 
arink of her Bottle , yet let not thy folly betray theeto- 
ſleep in her tent; tor know (he hath both milk to feed 
thee, and a Mantle to cover thee, and a ual to (irike 1n- 
$0 thy temples. 


7. Yicld not unto the Dewill, but reſet hins 
and he wil flee from thee , He was once baffled by An- 
gells and now he is fighting againſt Men z He appea- 
xcd in Heavez in the ſhape of a Dragon,but upon Earth 
he hath taken the form of a Lyon, and 1s cominually 
going about ſeeking whom he may devour 3 thoſe in 
whom he dwells are either openly Prophane , or cloſe 
Hypocrites , but obſerve this d:ffE:n:0», he is Ram= 
pant 11 the one, and Couchant in the other. When 
he 3empred Our-S4viour he had three firings to his bow, 


which 
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Which he mikes ule of to this Jiy; If thou art a 
P#0r man he courts thee with the Temptation of Bread; 
It chou are wnftable in thy Religion hs (ets thee upon 
the Pinnacle, If thou art proudand ambitions , he car - 
ries thee up into the high Xdounta/n, Who ever thou 
ar”, if thou zravelleft 1n this world thou wilt dayly 
meet him, he hath a ſfrategem like that of Joab to 16- 
ner, he will call thee aide pretending bulineſle + Bur 
turn not unto bim; It he upbraid thee with the firs 4- 
dam, tcl] him of the ſecond ; If he boaſt of his Yidtory 
inthe Garden,ask him how he Sped in the Wilderneſſe. 


$. But chiefly take heed of thy Fudas fle(h 
which berrays him who daily owiſh:s and feeds it 1; 
' Look not upon a Woman to Luit after her , but if Feza- 
| bel be got intothe window ofthine eye, then let 42/y 
| thoughts ( like thoſe Offiicions Eunuchs ) caſt her out 
in penitential Tears : Liſten not to the woice of a Land: 
Siren, neither let $4:49 Buffet thee with thy own Rb. z 
But abſtain from carnal Luſts and thou ſhilt be happy, 
for he that keeps a Zent in his d:/zres ſhall have an con- 
tinual Eaſter in his Conſcience. 


9. To this end be adviſed by the Rojal Preacher, 
Remember thy Creator in the dayes of thy youth , It 
would argue a very. bad memory in thee to forget: him 

' as ſoon as thou art come out- of his hands : Repentance- 
in 0/4 age is like Rain in Harveſt, it may do good , but 
(bclieve it ) tis very wnſesſon-ble ; The time to weep is 
mentioned before the tie t9 laugh, and the :me ro 


ſow before the time 30 reap ; Miſtake not therefore thy 
A 3 Scalon: 


ol 


ther Seas, whereofif every one ſhould have a part! 
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Seaſons, but let thy youth be a ſowing in tears, that ſo 
thine age may be a reaping 17 joy. 


10. Study principally the Prat7cal part of Religion, 
and ſtrive rather to obey thy Maſters known will, than 
to ſearch into his ſecret Counſels ;, it becomes not* Xen 
preſumptuouſly ro enquireinto that which is hidaen 
from the very Angels. We read how ob was poſed 
concerning H ail, Sniww , and other 2neſtions in the 
book of Natare ; Now tell me ( ſhallow Man) fince 
thou canſt not give atrue account of what is done, but 
inthe C/ouds and Firmament which are only the out- 
houſes of Heaven; how wilt thou preſume to give 1ptel- 
ligence of the Aﬀairs of Fehovahs Cloſet , and of th 
TranſaQions of his Counſel-Table ? Predeſtination is 8 
fitter Subject for wonder than diſpute, Ir is a myfteri- 
ous Ewripus in the bloud of Chriſt , And it would be 
better for thee{ like Ariſtotle ) to caſt thy Soul in wit 
the Tide, than in vain to ſtudy the cauſe of the flowing, 


Tt. That thoumayſt haye a right Fudgement, anc 
Apprehenſion both of Men, and things, learn to diftin- 
2uiſh betwixt Good and Evill , which is the great Dico 
romy of the intelleftual world, and the two terms in thy 
converfion, The Devillperhaps hath taught thee ar 
other /eſſo,, only ro make thee forget this ; that is tc 
diſtinguiſh berwixt Papi7, and ProteiFant, Prelat, a 
Presbyterian, Independant, Anabaptiſt, Quaker, and 0 


cular Station at the day of Fudgement , we might im. 
gine our Savieur to be Centemanue ( as the Ports teig) 
| Briaren 


The Doftrine of the Aſſe. 


Briarews ) tfaving an hundred hands , But know theſe 
are diftindtions of 'Paſ5ion rather than Reaſon, and a © 
ſtrange kind of Zanguage which our Babel- Builders 
have learned fince their late Confuſion ; for there are 
but two wayes ; Menare not Saved or Condemned for 
being called by this, or that name, but through Faith, 
or Unbelief, a Devout Papiſt is better than a Hypocrisi- 
cal Proteftant.a Godly Presbyterian, than.a Debanched 
Conformiſt 3 and there is Room in Heaven for Religious 
Anabaptii#s,and Well-meaning 9uakers; Let not there- 
fore thy Tempter ſo far impole upon thy In4gement, 
as to make thee abhor the Harmieſſe and Decent Ceres 
monies of the Church becauſe they are ſaid to be Pope- 
79; nor to diſſent from any Orthodox truths, becauſe 
ſome may call them Arminian Tenents ; nor to Perſe- 
cute any of thy Bretheren becauſe they differ from 
thee in Notions and Speculations, (Ina word) as thou 
art not to believe every mans Opinion, ſo thou oughteſt 
not to hate any mans Perſon, for the one would ſhow 
thou hadſt 700 much Faith, and the other would argue 
thou hadſt 709 /irtle Eharity. 


12. Think not that it isenough to mak? thee a 
Chriſtian that thou wert once Baptized with water in 
thy Infancy z perhaps thy ſow/ſb Soul hath been a 
thouſand times 10 the Aire of natural pollution fince 
that /prinkling, We commonly ſay to Dirty Children 
that the Gardemer will ſow Zeeks in their faces; we 
may more truly cell our Bruck/ed Profeſſours that the 
Devill will ſow Tares in their Souls , to prevent this, 
Baptize thy Soul in the Blood of Chrif#, and —__ 

wy 
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thy Face in thine own Tears. The Baptiſm of 1obn, 
was a Baptiſm unto Repentance, and therefore he that 
hath b:en BapriFed, but, not unto Repentance, ſhall 
have caule to Repent that ever he were BapriFed, 


13. As for thy Prayers, let them be frequent, 
and fervent; Let not thy Toxgue out-run thy Heart , 
but be ſuch inwardly to God, as thou would(t willing > 
ly appear outwardly to Men; Let there be no #ncon- 
eruity betwixt thy voice, and hands , neither let thy 
Soul ſtudy the Phraſe of 4ſhdod , whileſt thy Lips 
ſpeak the language of Canaan; Make uſe of thy own 
gifts in private, of the Common- Prayer in publick , of 
the Lords Prayer in bath ; But tell me ( Zealous Bro- 
ther ) art thou offended atthe noiſe of the Organs ? 
And therefore hugely taken with their DotFrine who 
make it their Buſinefſe to rail againſt them? Oh how 
groffe is thy Ignorance , to run from that <Maſick 
which-is ſo highly commended by the P/a/mi/t, and 
yet to fojlow the Lefures of thoſe ſcolding Seducers , 
who{ the Apoſtle tells thee ) are but as ſounding braſs, 
and as a Tinkling Cymball; It is unwholeſome tor thy 
Soulro fitin the wind of ſuch Dofrine which may 
make thy Charity to get cold, and blow du/t into the 
eges of thy underſtanding. 


14+ Think it not ſtrange concerning the Fiery 
Tryall; The Lord hath promiſed 79 parge away our 
Droſſe, and totake away our Tin; the Droſſe is groſſ; 
Prophaneſſe , the Tin is glittering Hypocrifiez Now till 
we find our (elves freed from theſe, we muſt expe& 
| thi 
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the Refiners fire in the Furnace of Affiidtion. Suſtine, 
& Abitine, was Epeitetus his Philoſophy , The Lord 
. giveth, and the Lord taketh away, was Jobs Divinity z 
ſtudy therefore to un14eritand the one, and labour to 
praitice the other; for if thou canſt abſtrnere when the 
Lord gives, thou maiſt ſuſtinere when he takes away. 
Conſider the Example of the Holy Feſws. Remems- © 
ber his Sufferings. With what an xw:lling willing. 
neſſe did he take cffhis bitter draught ? It therefore 
Providence ſhould put the ſame Cup intothy Hard, 
would(t thou retuſe to pledge that health which thy 
aſter fiſt begantothy own Sow! 2 Hethar well 
underſtands the G/ory of the Croſſe, will never coms» 
plain of its weight, there is in it plus honors quamone- 
1&, How canſtthoucexpeQ greater preferment in this 
world than to be Standard-bearer to him who is the 
Captain of thy Salvation? 


- T5. If thou arr ſtung with fiery Serpents, ( that is 

calummniating tongues) run preſently tothe Brazen Ser- 

pent , which thou maiſt find lified wp in the Goſpel , 
Bleſſed are yee when men Revileyee , and Perſecute yee 
for My names ſake, &c, Ifthou arta Common Drunk- 
ard, Prephane Swearer, or baſe Whoremonger , whil(t 
thou continueſt ſo thou ſhalt be called a good fellow , 

an honeſt Cavalier, and a well bred Gertleman , But 

when thou changeſt Savl into Pavl , and reproveſt 

thoſc Sms which thou didſt once commit, what canſt 
thou then expect, but that the Devil who was be- 

fore le:ding thee to Preſumption, ſhould now atrempt 

to drive thee to diſpary , and caſt into thy face both 

A the 
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lhe Dottrme of the Aſſe; 


che iniquities of thy Childhood, and the follres of thy 
Tewth, and ( if theſe fail ) thy Poverty, and natwal 
Defermity ſhall be charged ( as Grimes ) againſt thee 
But be not diſcomaged at theſe things, There will 
( one day ) be honour for thee as well as comfort for 
the mourner , for amongſt rhe people of God there 
will be both a wiping ot Tears from the Fes, and 
a waſhing of Dirt from the Faces, 


- 16, Be not diſcouraged from walking in the ways 
of God becauſe of the ſcandal and miſcarriages of ſome 
Profeſſors ; The beſt things being corrupted become 
the wor##, Mercy may be abuſed, Grace turned into 
wantoneſſe , and Chriſt himſelt be made a flumblinge 
bleck , Shall wetherefore have no Mercy, no Grace, 
no Chriff ? God forbid; The wolviſh nature of a 
few Hypocrites ſhall not make Shreps-cloathing be» 
come 0404s, neither will we lay down the Profeſs/0r 
of Religion, becauſe ſome who took it vp proved 
Rebels and Traytors, The Scribes and Phariſees had 
not been condemned for their Long- Prayers, It they 
had not uſed them as ſo many Graces before their 
curſed Meals of Widdows Houſes, 


17. Whenthou heareſt the word preached, conſi- 
der. Who it is that Knocks at thy Door ; Wilt thou be 
a Religious Hothams to ſhut the King of Glory out of 
his own Garriſon « or wilt thou ( like thoſe diſcour- 
tcous Bethlemites deny thy Saviour entertainment in 
the 7»», thy Hears, and /odg him only in the flable, 
or eutward rooms, thine Ear ® Know (carelefle man) 

that 
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that if thou denyeſt to open to him in thy day which is 
the d:y of Grace, hee will refuſe to 9pento thee in his 
Day, which is the day of Fudgement, 


13. That thy Sov! may enjoy her feedow , laWur 
to ſubdve thy Paſcions, Let not the Sun go down upon 
thy Wrath, Anger 1s {41d to reſt inthe boſomes of fools, 
for indeed no wiſs man will be willifig to harbour in 
his Houſe ) a Thief or Muraderery wrath of four and 
twenty hours ſtanding takes a Degree in the School of 
Satan , and commences Revenge; The Devil can, in 
the ſpace ofa Day and a Nieht, hatch his Cockatrice- 
ezges inthy warm Boſome. But obſerve the fruits of 
S$:n, That which buds in Apger, bloſſomes in Malice, 
growes ripe for deſtruction, and is gatheredin Danna» 
tion. Ir was an Aztidote preſcribed by CA thenodorus 
to cAuguſts Ceſar to repeat over the Letters of the 
' o7 Alphabet, It would be a Chriſtians better, 

nd ſafer Remedy to think upon him who is the 4l- 
phaand Omega. 


19. To avoid thoſe many, and dangerous falls 
which may happenunto thee (in thy Journeq) by thar 
unruly Beaſt, thy Tongue, be ſure to take ( along wich 
thee ) Davids bridle, Take heed of that curſed Ca- 
coethes, which is now accounted the Badze of a Gentle- 
mans Swearing ; If there will be ( one day ) an account 
given of Idle words, there will be ſurely a rider rec- 
koning for Oathes, and Blaſphemy, and it to ſay Lord 
we have prophecyed, and preached in thy Name, wiil be 
no good excuſe , certainly then to ſay Lord we h1ve 

a 2 ſworr 
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ſworn and ranted in thy Name, can be no Lawfull 4- 
pology. 


20, Have a preat care to obſcrve the Lords day, If 
wegrefuſe ro keep aday of Reſt, how can we exper 4 
time of Peace; the breach of one Commandement draws 
on the Yielation of an other z When the Prophane 
party had libergy Given them to break the fourth 
Commandment , then did the Hyppoeritical take Li- 
berty to break the #4. 


21, Let thy Recreations be manſull,not ſinfull.there is 
a great vanity in the baiting of Beaſls, the Bears 2nd 
Bulls lived quictly enough betore Adams Fall , It was 
our ſinthat ſet them together by the Ears, let us not 
therefore rejoyce to ſee them fight, forthat would be 
to glory in our own ſhime, And to take delight in 
that which 1s the fraits of our 4poſtaſy. 


22. Honour and obey thy natural Payerts although 
they be poor; for it thy earthlyParents cannot give thee 
riches and hovours , yet thy heavenly Father hath pro- 
miſled thee length of dayes, But eſpecially forget not 
thy duty to thy Political father the King; whois a 
viſible Gid , as God's an invi(ible King ; If thouke- 
woureſt not the one, thou canſt nor fear the other. 
They who murdered the King would bave done as 
much to Chriſt had he been then in the Fleſh. 


23. Let not thy envious eyes be dazled at the Glorie 
of thy Princes mercie, neither Goe about to rlp _ 
thele 
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theſe wounds which his Royal c:emency bath bealed, 
There are ſome fick of Jonahs diſesſe, who becauſe 
the Gourds of their ſoolrfþ hopes, and expeRitions of 
preferment are withered , grow ſullen and 4iſcomtented 
that the poor penitent Ninivites are not :flreyed: 
men of ſuch Principles have cauſe to give thanks thar 
their ſelves are not Kings, for divine Providence fore- 
ſeeing the miſchievenſneſſe of their Spirits did wiſely 
to ſet them in ſuch places where thzy might dothe 
Leaſt hurt, 


24. And as thou art to hovour the Kine, fo like- 
wiſe is ir thy duty to Reverence the Biſhops, and Fa- 
thers of the Church, for the one is Gods Vice- roy, and 
the others his Embaſſadours ; be not like thoſe who 
exvy their greatneſſe, and gape after their Laxds; bur 
love their Perſons, and obey theit DoFrine : and fince 
it is Gods will to make them Biſhops, I hopethou 
wilt give the Xing leave to make them Lords, 
Why not my Zord Biſhop as well as my Lord Indee ? 
I think , of the two, the Divize is the more woble - 
Funttion, 


25. Labour to Keep alive inthy breaſt that little 
ſpark of celeſtial fire called Conſcience z Conſcience, 
hke Yirgils Gnat, doth wich her fing awake the ſlrepy 
Soal thereby to prevent the ſtinging of the Serpent; 
Conſcience to an evil man is a never dying Worm, 
and ( as the Poets feignof Promethews ) a YVultur con» 
tinually Gnawing his Ziver , but unto a Good mas 2 
perpetual fea?t z fo that he may well ſay with Samſon, 

a 3 ont 
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ont of the eater came forth meat, 


26. The chief PerfeFion of a Chriſtian is Love; 
which oughtco be the dry of all men, Art thou for 
old thin$s , the old Religion, old Ceremony, old Cu- 
ſtomes, conſider there is nothing ſo old as /ove; or art 
thou for »w things, new Lords, nzw Laws, new 
Lights, ( or rather new nothings ) alas poor Child | 
there is nothing, ſo xew as love ; Whether therefore 
thou art an old Heretick called a Ieſwite, or new one 
called a Phanatick , let love oblige thee; Love is the 


Alpha and 9mecga, the New and the 61d Command: . 


ment ; If thou wilt not Belicye me, enquire of St. 


loha the Apoſtle, and he will ſhew thee Epiile for the | 


Oac, and Goſpel for the other. 


27.1fthou wouldſt enjoy erue content, live quietly in 
that Yocation unto which Providence hath called thee; 
Mealle not with another mans rrade and imployment, 
bur learn to wove in thy awn Spheare, and to mind 
thy particular Function ; Our old Adverſary , the De- 
vil, who tempted Adam, with a promiſe to make him 
as 4 God, bhatha fine bait for thee alſo : If thou art a 
Traytour he will promiſe to make thee as 4 King : If 
thou art a Fadtioms Presbyter he will promiſe to make 
| thee s 4 Biſhop, It is his defignto ſer the Church 
upon the wrack , and to d'/locate the loynrs of the Mys 
ſtical Body of Chriſt, 


28, Call thy ſelf to an account each night for the 
ſins of the paſs Day, and reckon in the Morning fox the 


imquities 
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iniquities of the night , God hath a book for thy ſins, 
and a Bottle, forthy tears « It hamane frailty run 'oth' 
Score in his book, then let Repentazce fill his Bottle - 
The way to avoid Gods judgements is to judge thy ſelf, 
and by conderwning thy Seifchou mayeſt ſhun Damna- 
$101, 


29. Remember often the brevity and ancertaintic 
of thy Life; conſider what b»ſineff thou haſt here up- 
on earth , thy Lite is called a Race and a warfare, So 
run this Race that thou maiſt obtain, and [o fight this 
Warfare that thou maiſt become more than Conquerour 
through him who hath loved thee ; take heed ot being 
Uxeriou as well as Coverous, Whores and Plunder will 
ruine any Army; Self and Pelf, Bag and Baggage un» 
doc the World. . 


30. If thou art not yet Xaried but intendeſt it, get 
thee a Wife modeſt , rather than Beautzfull ; Meddle 
' not with thoſe Zadfes of the Game, who make Page- 
ants of their Cheeks, and Shops of their Shoulders, 
and ( contrary to all other Trades ) keep open their 
VYindows on the Sabboth day, impudently expoſing 
their Nakedneſſe to the view of a Whole Congregati« 
on , which Eve modeſtly coyered when there was 
- 2s man inthe World preſent ſave only her Hwcband; 
Black Patches are an abomination in the (ight of the 
Lord; And I believe that when God and Sathaw 
ſhall divide their flock ( it will be as with Labaz and 
lacob ) the ſpotted, and ring-ſtreaked will fall rothe 


Devils ſhare3 Joyn not therefore thy Self unto an 
| Harlot, 
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Harlet unlefle thou haſt a mind to Hire a Guidrto 
Hell, 


31. But let it be thy main endeavour to wed thy | 
Soul unto Chrif which will- be the happyeſt match 3 
The Mariage of the Firſt Adam was not ſo Hopera. | 
ble as that of the Second will be Gloriows 5 for then 
will hce give unto his Spouſe Fullzeſs of Toy for 
a Poſſeſſion , and make her a Joynture of ever/aſtizg 
Pleaſurez whereas the chicfeſt /ewel{thar rhe Fleſh, 
the 0rd, and the Devil can boaſt of is Deaths brad 
ſctinthe Ring of eternity. 


_—_—— 


— ——— —_— 


This ( Chriſtian Reader ) 1s pait of the Do- 
frine of the Aſſe; as Good Advice as my Sick 
Head can ( at the prelent ) afford thee; But 
when the powerfull woice of Almighty God | 
{hall command a Calm: in ti.e troubled Sea of 
My diſtempered Mid , I (hall preſent thee, If 
not With better matter , yet in a better Me- 
thod. In the meantime accept of this from 
him who is 


Thy Servant in him who became a 
Servant io make ws free, 


LEWIS GRIFFIN: 


# G; ofs Bo Fo oh» NEON of. 
THci 
ASSES COMPLAINT 
AGAINST 


BALAAM: 


The Cry of the Country againſt 


Ignorant and Scandalous Miniſters, 


To the Reverend Biſhops, 

EE, mitred Members of the Houſe of Peers, 
The Kings Church. wardens, and Gods Overſeers, 
Fathers in Chrift, we your poor Children cry 
Oh give us Bread of Life, or elſe we die. 

For we are burd'ned with our old Sir Fobns, 
Who when weask for Bread do give us ſtones 3 
And only cant a Homily or two, 
Which Daws and Parrots may be taught to do z 
Drunkgrds Cannonical, VUnhallowed Bears, 
That name God oftner in their Oaths then Prayers. 

Into what darkneſfſe will our Church be hurld 
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Harlet unlefle thou haſt a mind to Hire a Guide to 
Hell, 


31. But let it be thy mainendeavourto wed thy | 
Soul unto chrif which will be the happyeſt match ; | 
The Mariage of the Firſt Adem was not ſo Honera- | 
ble as that of the Second will be Gloriows 5 for then 
will hce give unto his Spoufe Fullzeſs of ry for 
a Poſſeſſion , and make her a Joynture of ever/aſtisg 
Pleaſure whereas, the chicfeſt /ewelthar the Fleſb, 
the 407/d, and the Devil can boaſt of is Deaths brad | 
ſctinthe Ring of eternity. | 


This ( Chriſtian Reader ) 1s pait of the Do- 
frine of the Aſſe; as Good Advice as my Sick 
Head can ( at the {pos afford thee; But 


- When the powerfull woice of Almighty God | 


{hall command a Calm: in the troubled Sea of 
My . diſkempered Mind , I ſhall preſent thee , If 
not with better matter , yet in a better Me- 
thod. In the mean time accept of this from 
him who is 


Thy Servant in him who became 4 
Servant to make ws free, 


LEWIS GRIFFIN: 


ASSES COMPLAINT 


AGAINST 


BALAAM: 


The Cry of the Country againſt 


Ignorant and Scandalous Miniſters, 


To the Reverend Biſhops, 
EE, mitred Members of the Houſe of Peers,” 
The K:ngs Church.wardens, and Gods Overſeers, 
Fathers in Chrift, we your poor Children cry 
Oh give us Bread of Life, or elſe we die. 
* Forwe areburd'ned with our old Sir Fobns, 
Who when weask for Bread do give us ſtones 
And only cant a Homily or two, 
Which Daws and Parrots may be taught to do z 
Drunkgrds Cannonical, VUnballowed Bears, 
That name God oftner in their Oaths then Prayers. 


Into what darkneſfſe will our Church be hurld: 
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W The Aſſes Complaint againſt Baalam, &c; 
If ſuch as theſe be call'd The light Oth* Forld ? 
Theſe that have nought to prove themlelves devour 
Save only this, That Cromwell turn'd them out. 

Miſtake us not, we do not mean thoſe Loyal 
And Learned fouls, who in the fiery tryal 
Suffer'd for King and Conſcience ſake, let ſach 
Have double honour, we ſhall nerethink much, 
.- Bur this our tender Conſcience diſapproves, 
That Ravens ſhould return as well as Doves; 

And croak in Pulpits once again to bring 
A ſecond Judgement on.our Church and. King, 

Though England doth not fear anottifr loffe, 
"Cauſe Gd hath burw'd his Rods at Charing-crifſe 
Yet Clergy fins may call him to the Door, 

Ev'n kim who whip'd and ſcourg'd them out before. 
| Oh therefore ye that read the ſacred Laws, 

EjeC their Perſy15, and diſown their Cauſe : 

God, and the King have both condenw'd this crew, 

Then let them not be patroniz'd by you, 

"Tis not their Caſſscks, nor their Sarplices 

We quarrell at, there is no hurt in thele ; 

We own their Decency, yet every Foole 

Cannor be call 'd a 'Mok that wears a Cowle; 

Were grace, and l-arning wanting { by your leaves ) 
We would not pin our faith on your Lawx-ſl'eves ; 
"Tis Aarons Breaſt-plate, and thoſe ſacred words 
Becomea Chnrchman beſt, Tuat Tuar my Lords 
Which pious Baxter makes his livery, 

Would all our Curates were but ſuch as bh 

Pardon my Lords, we do not make this flir 

To vindicate the Fatiows Prebyter ; 
We hate his wayes, and equally diſown 
The Z-alows Rebell, as the Idle Droan; © 
And beg as oft to be deliver'd from 

| The Kirk of Scotland, as the Seq of Rome; 
We pray for Biſhops coo, Oh may-ye ſtand 
To hes] the fad diſtra@tions of the Land ; 
Then give us Priefts loyall and painfull eo, 


bs 


A Suplement to the Aſſes Complaint, &c. 3 


To give to Ceſar, and to us our due; 
Who maugreall the pow*rs of Hell have ftood, 
Men that are neither drunk with Wine nor Blood: 


God ſave King Cbarles our Chriſtian Faiths Defender, 
And bring Religion to its wonted Spleadour, 


Written in the behalf of the Coun- 
try by Lewis Griffin, 


th. 


A Supplement to the Aſies Complaint 
againft Balaam : Or the Cry of the 
Country againſt Ignorant and Scan- 
dalous Miniſters, 


Vaunt ye Smootb-tongud Flatterers of the Age. 

A Praſto ye Meal-moutb*d Prophets; clear the Stage; 
Enter the Mſſe again , who (though he Kneel 
Unto the Higher Powers) lifts up his Heel 
Againſt all thoſe who make Gods houſe a Den 
Of * Clergy Theeves; Have at them once agen. 

But hark; I hear a Cormntry Pariſh crye, 
© Were ever Chriftians in (uch flevery ? 
« Muſt we be tanghe by an Hitr'ate Rear ? | 
&« Hee Preach ? Hee'll only teach our'Boyes to ſwear. 

Is then your Prieft a Swearer ? Hah — muſt he 
That taunts a Biſhop tafte a Pillory # | 
And *cis but Juſt, and right; yet who controules 
Him who Blaſphemes the Biſhop of our Souls ? 

What ? .ISanO«th leflepenal than a Word? 
Or is the Servant greater than his Lord ? 
Noz He that Swears commits the fouler Sin, 
And more deſerves toloſe his Eats than =——— 
B 2 "Tis 


* It hath been 
a Dcn of Lay« 
Theeves too 

long already, 


% 


4 A Supplement to the Aſſes Complaint, &c. 

*Tis true, Seditions Spirits, that Deny” 
Obedience to the Sacred Hierarchy, 

Merit Severe Corre&ion, letthem hae't ; 

- They'r the Diyrbers both of Church and State; 
Yet Prelat's Zeal would be much better ſhown 
Ia ſtriking Gods offenders than their Own. 

Nay, Gods are theirs; for he that wears lawn ſ{:eves, 
Like Chrift is murder'd *ewixt a brace of Theeves, 
Both fhew cheir enmity, but Divers wayes, 
The Presbyter denyes, but This betrayes; 

Now tell me ( gentle Reader ) which were Greater, 
The fin of Judas, or the crime of Peter ? 

Then ler the Biſhops caſt them out, for thus 

They do but Fuſtice to themſelves and us; 

Like the wiſe Mariners, who, to appeaſe 

The fury of the Raging Winds, and Seas, 

Threw Jonas over-board; ſuch was his fins 

There was no Cannon Lay to keep him in. 

Nor 15 it Reaſon al! ſhould bemaintain'd 

Ith* Church, who took Degrees, and were Ordain'd; 
For He that after proves a Dranken Beaſt, 
Degrades himſelf from Man, niuch morefrom Pricf. 
And ſuch they were who caus'd our Bloody War, 
When Levy's tribe were kick'd by Iſſachar; 

For though Mex: ſpeak with a 18t ſo wy Sons, 

Yet God reprov'd them with the voyce of Guns. 
Phanaticks, thoſe Philiftins, wan the field, 

Whilſt our poor Iſvael were forc'd to yield; 

For Ely's boyes had loft the Ark of God, 

Each Phincbas begot an Ichabod. 

Then 0b ye Biſhops, heal theſe fad diſaſters, 

We do nct cal] for Refors but for Paſtors, 

A Prieſt ſhould lead his Pariſh as a Guide, 
Not leap upon their galled backs and ride, . 
For 'tis our Mother Churche*s.grand diſgrace, 
That thele black patches ſtick upon her face. 


Writen by Lewis Griffin. - 
BALA 
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 BALAAMS 
REP L Y 


TO THE 


ASSE: 


OR THE 


CLERGTES Anſwer 


TO THE 
Countryes Complaint. 


To the Reverend Biſhops, 
ou Learned Prelates ofthe Houſe of Peers ! 
That fit in Myſes Chair, and bow your ears 
To Widows juſt Complaints, and O 'phans tears ! 
Grave (Fathers of the Church) to you we come! 
Begging for Juſtice! though chey iay we are dumb; 


It we mere {o indeed 'twere well for ſome. 
Ts 


6 Balaams Reply to the Aſſe : Or 

To you we render vur complaints alaſſe, 
None ficter then an Arigel to appeaſe 
The fray, berwixt pgor Bala'm and his Ae? 

And thatyaur Lordſhips are concern'd I'm (ure 3, 
Unlefſe you can both ſcorn and lofſe endure, 

The livings are your own, our”s but the cure! 

Twill beuo wonder to your Learned Train, 
That Ifſzcar of Levy ſhould complain! ._ 

The Aſſes ſpleen, will in his mouch remain. 

Nor wilt I hope ſeem ſtrange to any one, 
That there's amongſt us ſuch diviſion, 
Prond Fack did evermore abuſe poor fobn! 

Ia vain it is for Bala'm to reply 
Unco the Aﬀes charge, when all men cry, 

A ſwicch and @uirr's the beſt Philoſophy ! 

Yet in my liegre F think no wile men do, 

Think us falſe Prophets, for they all do know, 
They are but Aﬀes, that do count us fo. 

But oh we cannot hold; ſhould we not ſpeak, 
And ligh aloud, our very hearts would break, 
*Twould vex a Myſes were he ne're ſo meek ! 

Say can it chuſe but grieve our ſouls to ſee ? 
Simeon and Levy fight, both diſagree? 

And ſorry boys, old Fathers villihe ? 

Did ever any fince the curſed Cam, 

Turnup his Fathers skirt, divulge his ſhame ? 
Yes, yes, mine own dear ſons have done the ſame ! 

And as if God were deaf, and Conſcience dumb, 
Rebellion but a peccadillo, ſome 
Like Nero have diſplay'd their Mothers Womb. 

Lord didſt thou ſend, the wild and Savage Bear, 
To flay th'untoward boys that ſcoffing were, - 

At the good Prophet for his want of lair ? 

How canſt thou ſtay thy hand, when men and all, 
D> joyn together, and us ſcoffing call, s 
Though not bald Priefts by chance, yet Prieſts of Baa! . 

And why Sir Fobx? what mean thoſenames and words?” 
Or aththe Church her Knights, as well as Lofts ? 


Or, |. 


The Clergies Anſwer to the Countryes Complaint; 


Or, tell me are her Keys exchang'd for Swords ? 
True not long fince he lay dead in a ſown, 
Of civil Wars, the crols, and waining Maon, 
Parted her Enſigns, and ſhe was undone. 
But that ſome gallant hearts that ſcorn'd the loſe 
Of life and goods, at beſt but ſplendid droſs 
Stay'd for to he!p their Mother bear her Croſs. 
But why Sir Jobn? wonld not St, George have been 
A better Epethite, but chiefly when 
Griffins, and Draggons are lonee*ra kin ? * 
Or was't a greater piece of eminence, 
To be a Motaer, than a Maids defence, 
I; love inferiour tc obedience ? 
Why cherude Vulgar folk docall us Fobs, 
And adde a Sir, I muft profeſſe I'm one 
As muſt goſeek arevelation ? 
True, we have been as we do all confeſs, 
A long time inthe howling wilderneſs, 
Save that we might not preach up righteouſne(s ! 
Beſides our Commons too were very (mall, 
Liketo the Baptiſt's, yet they differ all ! 
Fobn fed on Honey, but we ted on Gall. 
| Yet weembrace the title, *tis no ſhame 
For to be Chriſtn'd with the Baptifts name, 
May we be like him all a burning flame ! 
But ah this is not all that you do ſee, 
A thouſand harder names as yet there be 
In the poor Parſons Genealogy, 
Dogs, Bears and Wolves, Tigers and ſuch as they 
That range the ſilent Woods, live onthe prey, 
Are Hieroglyphicks fit for us they fay. 
And yet God knows our hearts, and ſouls we cou'd 
Nor fight, nor fawn, be inſolent, nor proud, 
Or fluſh our ſelves with quaffing humane blond ! 
But ſo the Tyrant Monarchs of the Faft, 
U&d (in their Triumphs, or their folemn Feafts 
To bait poorChriftians in the skins of beafts, 
What 'tis we have done, cruly we donot know, 


3 Balaams Reply tothe Aſſe : Or, 
To merit ill ofthem, did we wee'd go, 
With bended knee toſupplicate our Fo! 

If we have took away from any one, 
More than our Tentk's, on this condition, 
We are ready to make reſtitution ! 

If Altars, Tapers, be Idolatry, 

Gowns, Caflack, Tippets, rags of Popery, 
Shew 'us good realon for't wee'l lay *em by ? 

But if the reading Prayers beall our blame, 
Cauſe Daws and Parrots may be taught the fame , 
The Af may then-return from-whence he came ? 

For is there any man doth ſtand inneed, 

Offo much wit, as that he won't conceed, 
To this, a Pye may ſooner (peak than read ? 

But oh we cannot pray our hearts are ſcant, 
Strange that we cannot pray, and:yet can cant, ! 
The poor mannever did expreflions want : 

True, we can't hang the head, and look demure, 

- Talk faſt, and lowd like Mcnkeys'in a Lure, 
And then not queſtion but to fan ſecure ! 

Wedonot love a long and tedious ſtory, 

Full of Parentheſis, pride and vain glory, 
The Pater Nﬀer*s the beſt DireQory ? 

We do profeſs that we are none of thoſe, 

That Circumflex their Sermons with their Noſe, 
And mingle Hopkins Rimes, with Wiſdomes Proſe ! 

Yer would you but vouchſafeto view the Prayers, 
Of your good Mother fince thele latter years, 
Mixt with the incenle of a Prelates Tears ? 

World you but hearkento her groans, and cries, 
Her (weet Patieticks and Apoſtrophies, 

You'ld ſay there was no richer Sacrafice! 

The penicent Diſciple | durſt (wear , 

Ne'r wepti{o much, when the pert Presbyter, 
Faſtned his Fetters, and did-himi ſecure! 

Even (6 the Balm tree, lovingly beſtows, 
Its Tears on chem, that do return it blows; 
Tears healing as the blood that from it floys ! 


Bat 


Li 
The Clergies Anſwer to the Countryes Cumplaint. 
Bur ſtay here oomes a ſcrole cf Irems , frighe 
uſt like a Taylors Bill, a threadbare Knighe , 
hey ſay we areſottiſh, looſe, prophane, and light ! 
I do not with theſe Articles may be, 
As falſe a charge, as manifeſt a lye, 
As thoſe were of a former Century ! 

For then the bribed Perſon that ſhould go , 
To provethe imputationto be lo, 

Would be the greater ſcandal vfthe two. . 

Bue yet I pray, that we may beno leſs 
Religious in plenty then diſt, efs / 

Jn Canaan, then in the Wildernels ! 

But we are Drunkards, men will lye and ſwear , 
Though we with modeſty and tears declare, 

True ts our Doftrine, Temperance our prayer ! 

Then us for Thieves, and Robbers they do brand, 
. Though we profeſſe we would uponno hand , 
Purchaſean Acre of the Churches Land ! 

But we are wanton, luftful, fond and fickle, 

Aud in our Neighbours Corndo thruft our Sickle, 
When we God-wot all hate a Conventickle. 

Laſtly we are dark Lights, blind Guides by name 2 
Though if we were, ſay which deſerves moſt blame . 
A glimering Taper, or a wandring flame ? 

And yet thefaults not ours, we had no doube , 
Remain'd tilt now, bright ſhining and devout, 

Had not a Sequeftration blew us one ! 

That Northern Guſt, that Fatal Hurrican , 

That ruſh'd through all the quarters ofthe Land , 
Rooted up Oaks, but let the Muſhroms ſtand! 

Gocd Lord how prejudiceand paſlion blears 
Our eysz how-ſelf-ends lug men by the ears , 
Which way the wind doth blow, the Saylor fleers ! 

If we ſay nothing then they ſpurn and kick, 

Call us dumb dogs, 8nd chrow us bones to pick , 
The AG will vapour when the Lyons fick ! 

When we refuſe to ſee; at leaſt to mind 

Their groſe abuſes, thenthe Prieſt is blind, 
C Weeping 
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Weeping perhaps to ſee them ſo.unkind ! 

But if we jJuſtifie our holyneſs, 
And prove by reaſon, what wedoprofeſs, 
The wiſdome of the world is fooliſhneſs ! 

Arlaft when envy cannot find a hole , 

To ſhrowd her ſelf, down they ſit and Condole, 
Tis a poor filly ſuperſtitious foul ! 

Theſe are the Scoffs and Jeers, the cruel hits , 
That wicked heads invent jn drunken fits , : 
To vex good men, and exercile their wits. 

O wicked World, O Monſtrous Commonwea] , 


When men with great applauſe might kill and ical , 


Senſure was Saint{hip, Sacriledge was Zeal ! 
When Churches lay like ſtables, Altars bare, 


- Oc turn'd to Mangers, Prieſts and O-gans were 


Both ſilenc*d,none might preach unleſs they'd ſware! 


No Mufick in the Church bue, Widows cries , 
No Sacraments but Oaths , no Rites but lies , ' 
No Chriſtian Bui ial, and no ſacrifice /. 

Buc thanks be to our gratious God, for why ? 
He heard our prayers, and harken'd to our Cry, 
And chereuponturn'd our captivity ! 

We'are ali in peace, long may we ſoremain , 
May the Crown flouriſh on our Soveraign, 

And Aarons Rod bloſom and bloom again ! 

May all the Kings and Churches Enemres 
All their plots, proje&s, ahd conſpiracies , 

Be blowh away like filly Gnats and Flies ! 

And now my Lords fince we to you have cry, 
Ang nothing that concerns us from: you hide , 
Picty our ſorrows, pardon us beſide} 

O Father Abrabam how canſt chou ſee, 

The bondman (coffat Iſaxckand not be , 
In love to him, offended preſently ? 

Alaſs we don't ſigh, and complain, becauſe 
Our honours lie at ſtake, but the good laws, 
Your reputation, and the Churches cauſe. 

Tis cime, tis time my Lords, or to keep in 
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For your own ſafeties, or go armed when 
The Lyon's couchant, inthe Aſſes skin! 
Vie ſay but this, take't on a Levits word 2 
When ouce the Aſle doth of his own accord 
Thus kick Sir Job, Hee'l quickly fling my Lord. 
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THE | 
APOLOGY 
Of the AUTHOR of the 
Aſſes Complaint againſt Balaam. 


Age on, Yeproud Phjliſtins of the Land, 
R! ſcorn your Weakneſs, and (like Samſon) ftand 
Arm'd with an Aſſes Jew-bone in my hand. 


' Sure he that tells me of Fobn Baptiſt, jefts, 


And of the Tyrants, and their Solemn Feafts ; 
*Tis 1 that combat with Epbefian Bedſts. 


Hark-! Hark ! how 1ſerim howles, and Bruin roaree, 
Had Dives kept ſuch Ban-degs at his Doores, 
They'd Worried Lazer, not lick'd his Sores. 


They tell us of a Pilory 3 What then, 
W: hope to fee a Reſurrefion, when 
The Harmleſſe beaſt (hall have his Ears agen. 


Nay they may take bis Liſe worthy prize | 
| 2 


tr; The Apdlogy of the Hulber of 
Yet he that {pills his Blood cannot be wile, 
For Aſſes ne'ce wereus'd in Sacrefice. 


But muſt he Die 2 pray give him leave to puvſe, 
[s the peor Afe condema'd by £ygferd Laws ?. 
Sure it he Die you'll let him know the Caxſe. 


What think you then ? If he that doth declaime 
'Gainſt D:u%kennefſe, and Swearing merits ſhame 5 
Then he that writ the Cry, was much to blame, 


Or if thoſe men of Tſrael who (with tears) 
- Complain of Etrs Sons, were Mytineers 5 
Thea Balean's Aſſe. deſerves to loſe his Ears. 


But if arongſt be pic Learned train, 
Duncesare crept, who their profeſſion ſtain, 
Be patient Sirs, ovr Cry was not in yain, 


What ſhall the 4fe forl ake his Maſters crib, 
And follow thole that uſe to ſwear and bib # 
No, He fears neither Pillorynor Gib.. 


Let Fools and Traytors dread ſuch things, not 1, 
Who in the Dangerous times of Tyranny, 
Own'l that, which now they ſay 1do deny. 


I that oppor'd Presbyiery when Some 
Comply'd, and Flaite!'d, Others were ftruck dumb; 
'Tis k&hown how ofs 1pray'd Thy Kingdom comes 


His Sacred CMajefty 1Mhave ador'd, 
And alwayes reverenc'd the Mitred Lord; 
And will defend cehem/both with Pen and Swords. 


] quarrel notavieh him that hows the Knee 
Toward the Eft, Although the Altars bee | 
Mexe 5 tumbling ſtoner 80 Sor, th'aze none to Mee. 


For 
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For well | know the King and Parliament, 
Our Lagfull Lo-ds may by a joynt conſens 
Make Neceſſary ot Indifferent, 


As for the Harmleſs Tapers Tet them burn; 
Y.t when the Bridegroom wakes her from her urn, 
Theſe will not ſerve the Sleepy Virgins turn, 


To Gpnes, and Surplices Tam a Friend; 
Let Others Cavill, they that will contend 
About chele things have fure ſome fartber end, 


Bur yet how prudentlie the King prevents 
The Churches Rape; Hee ſecs their baſe intents 
That 'gin to Rifle her of her Orniments, 


Nor muſt falſe 4chan long enjoy his wedge, 
Juſtice prepares a Halter and a Sledge; 
Theſe are the bitter fruits of Sacriledge. 


Theſe deet=dy'd Rebells, Hyppocrites in grain 
That Swallow'd Biſhops Lands, oh what a pain 
Was it for them to belch them up again. 


Then welcome Loyal Hearts, that ſcorn'd to take 
Thoſe dangerous Oatbes that did Three Xingdoms ſha ke; 
You that were ſequeftred for Conſcience: ſake. 


Shine forth again Yee Pious and Devout 
Sons of the Church , your Sufferings without doubt 


Did onlie ſnuff your Light , not put it ont, 


Yer there are Some whoſe 4ge and former ſmarts 
Have mu: hb impain'd their Learning and their Parts, 
Enough to crack their Brainsz and break their Hearts, 


And plead wee againſt theſe ? no; let my tongue 
Be Curz'd for ever, if I do them wrong; 
They ſhall not bear the burden of my Songs He 


* Yer the Pa- 
tron in this 
Caſe had no 
ſuch corrupt 
S$NtcRt, 


14 The Apology of the Author of 
He that hath ſuffer'tl poverty, diſgrace, 

Sickaeſſe, and baniſhment from place to place; 
Heav'u blaft that Hand that throds dirt in his face. 


Yet Prieſts there are, who neither. have been true 
To God nor Ceſar , Oh "tis bere the Shove 
Doth pinch; the Cevil hath His Martyrs to0. 


And now methinks the Reader pittyes us, 
And cryes , What kind of Beajt is this Whom thus 
The Aſe calls 1;acrant and Scandalow 2 


Went he to th* Univerſity ? What then ? 
So the French King with twenty thouſand men 
Went up the Hill and (0 came down a,zen. 


What did hee there ? he ate, and drazh and ſſ-pt, 
Hee playd at foor-ball ; and at laſt he crept 
Intoa Hood, Then int” Pulpit Fepr. 


How hap'd it then ey he was not refus'd 
By th Biſhops ? ( Friknds pray let them be excus'd ) 
The Prelates oftentimes bave been abus'd. 


As in this Caſe ; A Patron of our age 
Preſents one Mopſus to a Viccarage, 
Far ficter for a Bear-ward, or a Stage. 


Now for a Handlom trick they caſt about 
This Mepſus was A foul vnlearned Lont, 
And knew the Biſhop ſoon would fixd him out. 


Then learned Corydon in Mopſw name | 
Went and obtain'd the place for which hecame; 
And now Sir Mypſus doth peſſeſs the ſame. 


Thus a God Prelat may be ſoon betray'd, 
Whenthe looſe ® Patron Pins a Chamber-maid 
Lipon Sir Fohn, her Dcwry muſt be paid. 
| * Should 
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Should theſe things hold What's Learning or the Spirit ? 
"Tis Mony rules the World;and ſome inherit 
Their Parſonages by favour, not by merit. 


This this Begat the Contryes ſcarn and hate, 
And made their Squeamiſh Stomachs nayſeate 
That Pog'r which now hath broke the Serpents pate, 


But lo a Reformation ! oh fing praiſe 
To Heat*#, for now the Biſhops clearer rayes 
Will chaſe thelefogs , and giveus better-dayes, 


Ye rigid Presbyters lay down your Pride, 
And Joyn 3 you Know once when a Caſe was try'd, 
Shee had no interejft that ſaid Divide. * 


Yea Dippers , now baptize your ſelves intears, 
And be not Drawn to Error by the ears; 
In ſpite of Hell, Let's all be Cavaliers.. 


Shall our Religion be (like Foſephs coat ) 
Mvtly. and bloudy? Then the World will note 
"Tis a true figz wee cut our Maſter*s throat, 


Yee Conſcienciow Romiſts why do wee 
Wrangle with you ? I itnot eime Capree ? 
Take you our Faith, Lend us your Charity. 


Oh ! If all theſe would lay afide heir paſſpy, 
How would the Goſpel flouriſh in the Nation, . 
Free from old Legends, and new Revelation ! 


Then Englands Church would out-ſhine other Fpires,. 
Likethe Bright Moon amongſt the Leſſr fires; 
And this is all that the poor Aſe defires, . 


Now as for that ingenious pen that writ 
Balaam's reply : | ſhall not carp at it;- 

Hi Verſes ſavour both of grace and wit. ; 
But. 
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But yet I wonder much how hee miftok, 
The Aſs p_ z ifagain he look 

Sure he May re without a ConfF'ring-book, 


Beniſh but Pafſi”n, wee ſhall ſoon agree, 
T bow unto the Prelates, and will bee 
As true and faithſull to the Church ag hee, 


1ever will obey their Fuſt Commands, 
And pray to God to Keep them from their hangs, 
That Hate their Perſons and yet lovetheir Lands. 


But I ſhould Grieve to fee theſe Aer of G 0, 
That fit in Moſes chair, and jway his Rod 
Prove Grandfires to a Fatal Ehatod. 


*I would 'vex my Soul to fee Lewd Phinebat race, 
Oc any Pulpit ſuffer that diſgrace, 
To loſe a Mnand have a Beaft in's place, 


Sound, powerfull preaching is the thing wee want, 
Yet 1 abhor their Rhetoric, that dorant 
In vindication of the Covenant, 


Andiv'c for this the Aſſes is made a Pock 
By Pampbleteers > And grown a Laughing-flock , 
Baſe il-bred hounds, that would deſtroy the Flock, 


Then oh ye Goſpel-Sbepbeards da nog keep. 
Such Currs, Although to you they fawn and-creep, 
That Dog that Bites an Aſſe, will Worry Sheep. 


Lewis Grifhn. 
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